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LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

Questions without Notice — Personal Explanation 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [5.10 pm] — by leave: I appreciate 
the explanation provided by the Leader of the House. I have noted that that is the practice that he applies on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but if he were to check the record, he would find that on Thursday, regardless of 
whether everybody on this side has asked a question — 

Hon Norman Moore: I have all the records. I can give them to you. On Thursday members get more than two. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: That might be the case, but I cannot remember such an occasion on a Thursday. I am 
happy to stand corrected. We have a short question time on Thursday because we go straight through to five 
o’clock. 

Hon Norman Moore: Not any more. That was the old system. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: That is the practice, but if the Leader of the House thinks I have it wrong, he can correct 
me. 

Hon Norman Moore: I will give you the figures. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: There was cause for genuine consternation on our side of the house today because of what 
was clearly a pre-designed stunt to allow the minister to put something political on the record. There are plenty 
of opportunities for the minister to do that, and he does not need to use a shorter question time to do it. 

Point of Order 
The PRESIDENT: A point of order on a personal explanation? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Only that a personal explanation does not involve a debate about question time. I 
gave members an explanation of how the system works. If the member wants to argue about what happened in 
question time today, I suspect it should be done by substantive motion and not by a personal explanation. 

The PRESIDENT: Without having the standing order at my fingertips, I think a personal explanation should 
introduce a point of view without a contentious, debateable element to that point of view. Is the Leader of the 
Opposition finished? 

Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes. 
 


